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Beginners  may  not  cry  for  it... and  old  hands  may  not  need  it,  hut  here  are  a 
few  planting  pointers.     I'll  bet  you'd  like  to  check  your  steps  "by  them  when  you 
plant  your  garden. 

They  come  from  the  gardening  specialists  cf  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

First. . .about  the  fertilizer.     One  of  the  nice  things  about  gardening,  the 
specialists  tell  me,  is  there's  usually  more  than  one  way  to  do  things.     In  a  small 
garden  plot,  we  can  spread  our  fertilizer. ..  (about  half  of  it)... on  the  ground  be- 
fore we  spade  it.     Then,  as  we  spade,  we  turn  the  fertilizer  under.     What  we  don't 
spread  to  "begin  with,  we  can  use  as  side  dressing  later  on.     Or,  we  can  make  two 
little  trenches  on  each  side  of  the  seed  row  and  sprinkle  the  fertilizer  in  them. 
Then  level  off  the  ground  over  the  fertilizer  so  it's  even.     Either  way  is  good. 

When  it  comes  to  planting  seed,   there  are  a  couple  of  things  to  remember. 
Don't  plant  too  much  seed,  and  don't  plant  too  deeply.     It's  a  good  idea  to  tie  a 
strong  twine  between  two  stakes  at  each  end  of  the  row  so  you'll  be  sure  of  getting 
the  furrow  straight.     Then. ft for  the  small  seed. . .make  the  furrows  with  something 
that  doesn't  dig  down  too  deep  in  a  row.     The  hoe  handle  is  fine.     If  the  seed,  are 
larger... you  can  make  the  furrows  with  one  corner  of  the  business  end  of  a  hoe.  You 
want  to  get  the  seed  in  the  ground  just  far  enough  so  they're  in  moist  soil,  and 

they  can't  "be  splashed  out  by  April  showers. 

As  for  the  amount  ^f  seed  needed  to  get  a  good  stand,  you'll  have  t©  read  the 
directions  on  your  paekage  carefully. .. or  else  ask  an  experienced  gardener.  After 
the  seed,  are  in  the  furrew  cover  them  with  soil  gently.  Don't  pack  it  hard.  And 

ifter  that. ....  let  »«n>  grow. 
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